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Berlin whenever death is about to overtake a member of
the reigning house of Prussia. The late Emperor Fred-
erick—the most matter-of-fact and least imaginative prince
of his line—was particularly interested in the matter, and
collected all the evidence that he could upon the subject,
for the purpose of depositing it in the archives of his
family.
Perhaps the most important testimony in this connection
are the sworn statements signed by Prince Frederick of
Prussia, and a number of his fellow officers, to all of whom
the "White Lady " is declared to have appeared as they
sat together on the eve of the prince's death at the battle
ofSaalfeldin 1806.
• Moreover, Thomas Carlyle went to no little trouble to
procure evidence when writing the history of Frederick the
Great, that the "White Lady" had appeared to that
famous monarch on the eve of his death. The king, it is
asserted, was on the high road to recovery from his illness,
when suddenly one morning he declared that he had seen
the white-clad spectre during the night, that his hour had
come, and that it was useless to ward off death any longer.
So he refused to take any further medicine or nourishment,
turned his face to the wall, and died.
The " White Lady7' is considered sufficiently real by
the hard-headed matter-of-fact commanders of the Prussian
army, to lead to their adopting special measures whenever
her appearance is reported. The moment she is seen, the
sentinels within and around the royal palace are at once
doubled. The object of this is not so much to protect the
royal family from harm, as to prevent the sentinels them-
selves from following the example of the two who shot
themselves while on guard at the palace in the year 1888,
one, shortly before the death of old Emperor William,

